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May 22, 2022 

 

Dear Greene County Citizens, Commissioners Dick Gould, Rick Perales, and 

Tom Koogler, and Ohio Department of Youth Services Director Amy Ast: 

 

In compliance with Section 3151.18 of the Ohio Revised Code, we hereby submit the 2021 Annual 

Report of the Greene County Court of Common Please, Juvenile Division.  This report provides an 

overview of the function and activities of the Court as well as data reflecting the number and types 

of cases filed both formally and informally in the year 2021.  Greene County Juvenile Court con-

sists of the following: A clerkôs office; Assessment Center; Intervention Center; Court Appointed 

Special Advocate Program; 32 bed Juvenile Detention Center; 30 bed Miami Valley Juvenile Reha-

bilitation Center; Security; Fiscal; and Probation Department. 

 

The Court employs 80 full-time and 22 part-time staff members.  The Court operates on a budget 

of approximately $6.9 million, which is derived from federal, state and local sources.  Grant fund-

ing is responsible for providing $2.7 million towards the annual budget.  

 

In 2021, new programming was offered at the Court despite the operational changes resulting from 

the impact of Covid-19.  Handle With Care was implemented by the Court in conjunction with the 

Greene County Educational Service Center and all school districts and police departments in the 

County. This model requires any Greene County law enforcement officers who encounter a child 

exposed to a traumatic event to contact a pre-designated contact at the childôs school before the 

next school day to ask that the child be handled with care.  Every school employee in Greene Coun-

ty was trained to implement individual, class and whole school trauma-sensitive strategies so that 

any potentially traumatized child receives immediate intervention and counseling services. The 

Court is working to expand this program to additional first responders in 2022, which includes all 

Greene County Fire Departments.  A uniform reporting system to schools by law enforcement, 

Cordata, is also being implemented. 

 

In 2021, the Community Control Department, through the Compliance Officer, developed a Family 

Navigation model.  This model provides all youth and families involved in a court proceeding with 

a Family Navigator to answer questions during and after hearings, assist in connecting youth and 

families to court ordered services and help provide subsequent family support.  The family naviga-

tor helps youth and families understand not just how the juvenile justice system operates, but also 

defines the roles and responsibilities of all parties in the proceedings. 
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Further recognizing the need for additional mental health services for court involved youth and 

families, the Court hired a mental health therapist to provide services to youth detained in the Ju-

venile Detention Center.  The therapist is able to meet with youth while detained, provide mental 

health and substance abuse services and develop case plans with legal custodians before the childôs 

release. 

 

The Court further worked to refine the process of identifying and collecting data collected daily to 

assist in making data driven decisions and improving court processes and procedures.  This allows 

the court to make decisions using evidence-based practices, to determine which interventions pro-

vide for the highest number of positive outcomes for youth at different risk levels, and to identify 

areas of court that need improvement to increase court efficiency and effectiveness. 

 

Our Assessment Center continues to work as a multidisciplinary team with area agencies such as 

the Educational Service Center, Family and Children First, the Greene County Domestic Violence 

Project and Children Services, meeting weekly to discuss referrals, connect families and youth with 

services and provide ongoing case maintenance.  The Assessment Center benefits law enforcement 

by being available for referrals and providing immediate assistance with assessments, interventions, 

drug screening, referral and linkage to additional services and follow up services.  The Assessment 

Center serves as a collaborative effort  between law enforcement, the Court, Greene County schools 

and social service agencies to serve youth by addressing mental health, substance abuse issues and 

criminal activity.  

 

This Court cannot operate and serve the community and our youth efficiently without the dedica-

tion and work of all Greene County Juvenile Court staff.  I am proud to work beside them.  We will 

continue to work together to provide access to justice and services to children and their families 

that have a measurable impact on their wellbeing and positive impact on community safety. 

 

 

                                                                                                                                          

 Respectfully,     

GREENE COUNTY JUVENILE COURT JUGDE,  AMY H. LEWIS 
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